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Stephen A. Berard graduated from the University of California (Los Angeles) with a BA in Classics and 
received an MA in Latin and a C.Phil. in Classics from the University of California (Berkeley). At the Monterey 
Institute of International Studies, he completed an MA in German Studies (“Südländische Musik im 
dichterischen Werk E.T.A. Hoffmanns”) and received a Ph.D. in Germanic Linguistics from the University of 
Massachusetts (Amherst) ("Infinitive Usage in Biblical Gothic”). In 2017, Professor Berard retired from 
Wenatchee Valley College in Wenatchee, Washington, where he taught German, Greek, Latin (as a spoken 
language), and Spanish. He has directed and participated in a host of spoken Latin seminars and currently 
organizes the spoken Latin activities of the Circulus Seattlensis in the Pacific Northwest. Since 2000, Berard 
has published a variety of works in Latin: Vita Nostra, articles on physics, a monograph on linguistics, a book 
on quantum mechanics, and Capti: Fabula Menippeo-Hoffmanniana Americana, the first novel in a heptology 
of poetic novels (Heptologia Sphingis) based on quantum physics and Eastern Mysticism. The second novel, 
Praecursus: Fabula Neophysiologica, is scheduled to be published in 2018. 

Vita Nostra is a graded manual for developing Latin conversational skills and can be used in concert with any introductory Latin 
grammar text. Thematized chapters contain a dialog based on modern daily life, questions on the dialog, conversation-starting activities, 
encyclopedic lists of vocabulary relevant to the chapter’s theme, and a special section on idioms and proverbs. 

Although Vita Nostra was originally developed for use in college courses and spoken-Latin seminars for the general public, many middle- 
and high-school teachers currently use Vita Nostra as a valuable resource. Already experienced Latinists can jump-start their speaking 
skills with Vita Nostra.	


